MISCELLANEOUS PROPOSITIONS.

283

says on his page 196 with respect to his indepen-
dent treatment: Facilement applicable a tout autre syst&me
de coordonn^es curvilignes, cette m^thode directe a 1'inap-
pr^ciahle avantage d'^viter tout passage par Tantique systkine
des coordonn^es rectilignes : instrument d^sprmais impuissant
et sterile, dont 1'emploi abusif sera plutot un obstacle
qu'un secours pour les progr&s futurs des diverses branches
de la physique math&natique. It may however be doubted
whether Lamp's opinion of his own methods as compared with
those of his predecessors is not too favourable.